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In This Tent We Groan
(2 Corinthians 5:1-8)
   I.
Introduction: 



Paul concluded the last chapter by stating his ability to endure 
affliction.  He called his affliction “light affliction” which was only 
momentary (4:17).  How could he view his sufferings in that light?  He 
viewed these sufferings as only temporary, not eternal (4:18).  Paul knew 
and understood that his life, no matter how tough, was only a brief moment 
compared to eternity.


It is in this context that Paul reintroduces the theme of the 
resurrection of the dead, which he discussed in great detail in the first letter 
(chapter 15).  Paul's discussion is an explanation of his hope and his fire 
for pressing onward in spite of his many burdens.  But, what Paul says is 
the bedrock of our hope of eternal salvation.
 II.
(8:1-8) - The Promised Resurrection

A.
A tale of two homes (vs. 1).



1.
Paul describes our current existence and the next one as the 


difference 
between a tent and a strong building.



2.
"our earthy house, this tent" – A tent is a temporary structure, 


flimsy of shell, subject to the buffeting of he elements, yet 



sturdy enough for its purpose – a temporary dwelling.



a.
The "tent" that Paul speaks of is our physical earthly body.




b.
2 Corinthians 4:7 – Paul describes himself and the apostles 



as "earthen vessels" which can be easily destroyed with the 



hardships and persecutions of life (vs. 8-10).



3.
"is destroyed" – Here Paul guarantees that this tent, our 



physical body, will be destroyed with time.




a.
James 4:14 – Our life is only a vapor which quickly 




vanishes away.




b.
James 1:9-10 – "Let the lowly brother glory in his 




exaltation, but the rich in his humiliation, because as a 



flower of the field he will pass away."



4.
"We have a building from God"



a.
"A house not made with hands" – In contrast to the 




human body with its frailties due to its fleshly nature, the 



house we will be clothed with in eternity is one that is 



different in nature and endurance.  




1)
1 Corinthians 15:42 – "So also is the resurrection of 




the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised 




in incorruption."
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2)
(vs. 43) – "It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. 




It is sown in weakness it is raised in power."





3)
(vs. 44) – "It is sown a natural body, it is raised a 




spiritual body..."




b.
"Eternal in the heavens" – This earthly body is not meant 



to last beyond this life.




1)
It is more than suitable for whatever the current life 




demands of it.





2)
The body, though described as a tent, is resilient, 




tough, and can even be trained to endure great 





stresses (athletes, mountain climbers, etc).





3)
Yet, God never intended for the body to last beyond 




this life.





4)
1 Corinthians 15:50 – "Now this I say, brethren, that 




flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 




nor does corruption inherit incorruption."

A.
In This Tent We Groan (vs. 2-4). 



1.
Paul was able to look at his hardships as light affliction because 


he only dwelt in an earthly tent.  (2 Corinthians 4:16-18).



a.
He knew that if his earthly tent (his body and his life) is 



destroyed, he had a building from God, not made with 



hands, and eternal.  




b.
In ancient times as now, whenever your tent is damaged, 



you patch it up, but when it is destroyed and its usefulness 



is finished, you get another tent.




c.
Paul knew that whatever his enemies might do to him, or 



even how they might be able to destroy his current tent, the 



Lord would supply him with a permanent building that 



would last for all eternity.



2.
(vs. 2) - While in this earthly tent, we groan, 



a.
We are burdened.  Life is a constant daily struggle for 



survival.  In the first century it was more so.  In fact, Paul's 



struggle was even greater, because as an apostle, and as a 



former Pharisee, Paul was the target of constant 





bombardment by enemies who wished him harm.



b.
As a result, we earnestly desire to be clothed with our 



habitation from heaven.





1)
If this life is a struggle it is reasonable to hope that 




the next life will not be.





2)
Matthew 11:30 – "For My yoke is easy and My 





burden is light."





3)
Revelation 21:4 – "And God will wipe away every 




tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, 
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nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be no more pain, 




for the former things have passed away."



3.
(vs. 3) – We shall not be found naked.  




a.
The resurrection body will be more than adequate for 




eternity.




b.
It will have none of the frailties of the flesh.




c.
More than this, though, Paul speaks of the certainty of his 



hope in the future building from God.


B.
God’s guarantee (vs. 5).   



1.
God has given us assurance that He will keep His promise by 


the holy Spirit.  



2.
Paul describes the Holy Spirit as given as an “earnest.”  An 


earnest is a pledge or assurance that a promise will be kept.  



3.
Through the comfort of the Holy Spirit’s words given through 


the apostles, we have reason for confidence in our salvation.  



4.
Paul urged the Thessalonians to comfort one another with the 


words of promise that which he gave concerning the Lord’s 


coming and end of time




(1 Thessalonians 4:15-18).


C.
Absent from the Lord (vs. 6-8).  



1.
The new Testament consistently teaches that Christians are only 


temporary residents on the earth.  



2.
For that reason the Bible teaches that we should not get too 


comfortable.  



3.
(vs. 6) - Paul said it this way, “Therefore we are always 



confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body, we 


are absent from the Lord”.  



4.
(vs. 8) - It is the Christian’s desire to be with the Lord and to be 


in fellowship with Him.  




a.
Therefore, while we are in this life we look longingly 



toward heaven, and we avoid over attachment to this life.  




b.
For this reason a Christian would be well pleased to be 



absent from this body if it meant being present with the 



Lord (vs. 8).


D.
Walking by faith (vs. 7).  


1.
This is a phrase we echo a lot, but what does it mean?  


2.
What is it to walk by faith and not by sight?  



a.
It is just what Paul described it to be.  



b.
Hebrews 11:1 - Faith has to do with conviction about what 



is unseen.



c.
To walk by faith, then, means to live in full assurance of 



the promise of eternal life which hasn’t yet been seen or 



achieved.  
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3.
This is how Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob lived and died.  


a.
They lived in full confidence of the keeping of God’s 



promises.  





b.
Hebrews 11:13 - Yet, they all died not having received the 



promise themselves, but they were just as assured of the 



completion of the promises in the future as if they had seen 



them with their own eyes.

III.
Conclusion:
