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Naaman The Leper
(2 Kings 5:1-15)
I.
Introduction:



2Kings 5:1-14 tells a familiar story.  It is the story of the healing of


Naaman the leper.  We have heard of Naaman since youth, but 


especially in lessons pertaining to the conditions of salvation.  Naaman 
is a perfect illustration of the need men have to submit to God's design 

for salvation.



In this text we see a man who wrestled with his condition, but 


who, when the cure was given could not bring himself to accept such


a simple cure.



The application of the story of Naaman is salvation in Christ.  It


is simple, without whistles and bells, and some men today will reject 


it for just those reasons.

 II.
PROBLEM #1:  Naaman Had A Terrible Disease 

A.
Naaman was a man of authority.  (5:1).



1.
He was commander of the Syrian army.  



a.
This means he was a man of great responsibility.




b.
He was a man who was used to seeing results.




c.
He was used to getting the exact results he thought he 





should get.



2.
He was well respected by his master, the king of Syria.




a.
Perhaps he distinguished himself in battle during conflicts 



to assure Syria's independence from Assyria during the 



reign of Shalmanesser II of Assyria.




b.
The Syrians went out on raids against the Israelites (vs. 2)



3.
He was a man of valor.




a.
A man of valor is a man of remarkable courage.




b.
He was not a fearful man, and would likely not look upon





his leprosy as a hindrance.




c.
He might have been so hardened that he took little notice





of his condition.


B.
Naaman was a leper


1.
Leprosy was a fearsome and dreaded disease of the skin.



2.
It was quite common in ancient times.



3.
It was not just a sickness, it was a scourge.



4.
Job 2:7-8 -- Some think Job had leprosy.



5.
Leviticus 13:1-46 -- Tedious examination to determine lepr.


C.
APPLICATION:  Men are plagued by a greater illness than 


leprosy, sin!


1.
1John 3:4 -- Sin is a tragic disease, because it is a violation




of God's law.
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2.
1John 1:8 -- Sin is a tragic disease, because it is universal




in its scope.  All men are affected by it:  "If we say that we 



have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us."



3.
Romans 6:23 -- Sin is a tragic disease, because it carries the




greatest consequence, separation from God (Isaiah 59:1-2).



4.
No sin, from leprosy, to AIDS, to cancer approaches the




cataclismic nature of sin.

III.
PROBLEM #2:  Naaman Wanted To Buy His Cure (5:4-5, 15-16).

A.
Naaman Took A Kings Ransom To Israel (vs. 4-5).


1.
Doubtless, this included a gift of honor from the king of Syria 


to the king of Israel.



2.
But also, it was to be used as the purchase price for the cure.


B.
When Naaman Was cured, he was so overwhelmed with 


gratitude to the god of heaven and his prophet, he offered 


Elisha a gift (vs. 15-16).



1.
The king's ransom he had brought from Syria, he was not 



willing to give to the prophet.



2.
Yet, he was stunned by the reaction of Elisha.  The prophet




informed him his services were not for sale.



3.
"But he said, as the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will 



receive nothing.  And he urged him to take it, but he refused."


C.
APPLICATION:  The Salvation in Jesus Christ is a free gift.



1.
The "Health and Wealth Gospel" advocates of our generation




talk about the free gift, but their doctrine denies it.




a.
John 8:32 -- They say contribution dollars secure freedom





from disease and poverty.




b.
The context is talking about sin.




c.
They condition people to believe one can buy salvation.



2.
Ephesians 2:8-9 -- Salvation is a matter of God's grace.



3.
Romans 5:6, 8 -- As an act of God's love toward man, while




man is impotent to save himself, Christ died for us.



4.
John 3:16 -- God so loved the world that He gave His Son.

 IV.
PROBLEM #3:  Naaman Wasn't Satisfied With The Cure When

It Was Given  (2Kings 5:10-14).


A.
By Naaman's Standards The Cure For His Leprosy Was 


Ridiculous.



1.
As a man of power and authority, he was used to doing things




his own way, and having things done just the way he envision-




them to be.



2.
NAAMAN'S OBJECTIONS TO THE CURE:
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a.
I thought the man of God would do something great.




b.
He wants me to dip in the filthy Jordan river.




c.
Surely the waters of the Abanah and Pharpar are far





cleaner and more desirable.



3.
A DOSE OF COMMON SENSE:  From Naaman's Servants




Comes Wise Counsel (vs. 13).




a.
THEY HIT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD:  "My father, if 



the prophet had told you to do something great, would you 



not have done it?  How much more then, when he says to 



you, wash and be clean?"




b.
Naaman had certain preconceptions about what form the





cure should take.




c.
He wasn't satisfied with the simplicity of the plan.




d.
HE WANTED GOD TO MEET HIM ON HIS OWN




TERMS!!!

B.
APPLICATION:



1.
Many today wish to be saved from their sins, but they want




to be saved on their own terms.



2.
There are as many PLANS OF SALVATION as there are




religious movements among men.




a.
Some say salvation is a matter of grace only.




b.
Some say salvation is a matter of grace through faith only.




c.
Others say simply "Accept Jesus Into Your Heart."




d.
THEIR PROBLEM:  They want to improve on God's plan.



3.
GOD'S PLAN IS EXCEEDINGLY SIMPLE:




a.
HEAR:  Romans 10:17




b.
BELIEVE:  John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6




c.
REPENT:  Acts 17:30-31




d.
CONFESS:  Romans 10:10




e.
BAPTISM:  Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16



4.
Men with good and honest hearts will obey God's plan and




never seek to improve upon what he has designed.

  V.
PROBLEM #4:  Naaman Was Unwilling To Follow God's Plan To

The Letter.


A.
When Given The Prophet's Cure, Naaman Would Have Been 



Content If He Could Have Altered It.



1.
He was willing to turn to the Israelite prophet if it meant he




could be cured.



2.
However, his nationalistic pride meant he would rather have




dipped in the rivers of Syria.



3.
Had Naaman dipped in any river but Jordan, he wouldn't have




been healed of his leprosy.
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4.
Had Naaman dipped in Jordan only twice he wouldn't have




been healed.


B.
APPLICATION:



1.
Many of the religions of men espouse some of the terms or




conditions of pardon, but not all of them.



2.
FOR INSTANCE:  Mormons belive in baptism in water for




the remission of sins.




a.
However, they also believe faith comes by reading the 




Book of Mormon.




b.
They also say faith results from a "burning in the breast"





God supposedly gives when one prays for confirmation





that Mormonism is true.



3.
All Conditions Of Pardon Must Be Obeyed.




a.
One may believe in Christ, but that does not mean he





is saved (James 2:19).




b.
One may repent of his sins and confess his faith, but 





until he is baptized, he is not saved.

 VI.
Conclusion:
