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Angleton Meeting
The Untaught And Unstable 

Twist The Scriptures
(2 Peter 3:15-16)
  I.
Introduction:



Peter warned us about the danger of twisting the scriptures.  He said 
that those who do so twist the scriptures to their own destruction.  There is 
danger in not carefully attending to the study of God's word.

 II.
Some Things Are Hard To Understand

A.
We do not know what writings of Paul that Peter meant.


1.
Paul wrote the largest number of books in the New Testament 


(13).



2.
Many people tend to think that Peter was referring to things Paul 


wrote in Romans.




a.
Romans 4:22-25 – Imputed righteousness.




b.
Romans 5:20 – The law entered that the offense might 



abound, but where sin abounded grace abounded much 



more.




c.
Romans 7:7-12 – What did Paul mean when he said that 



sin taking opportunity by the commandment produced in 



him all manner of evil desire?  What did he mean when he 



said that he was once alive without the law, but when the 



commandment came, sin revived and he died (vs. 9)?


3.
But, Peter could just as well have been talking about a number 


of things written by Paul that are hard to understand.



a.
1 Corinthians 11:1-16 – What is the point of the head 




covering discussion?




b.
2 Corinthians 3:7-16 – The discussion of the ministry of 



death and the ministry of the Spirit, and the part Moses and 



his veiled face played is not easy to understand or explain.




c.
2 Corinthians 12:7 – What was Paul's thorn in the flesh?




d.
Galatians 3:12 – What did Paul mean when he said that the 



Law was not of faith, when Jews clearly were required to 



believe the law?



e.
Ephesians 3:10 – Who are the principalities and powers in 



the heavenly places?

B.
However, "difficult" does not mean impossible.


1.
While good people might disagree about the meaning of some 


Bible texts, perhaps from now on, does not mean that we cannot 


understand them.
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2.
Ephesians 3:3-4 – Whereby when you read, you may understand 


my knowledge in the mystery of Christ.  That Paul said we can 


understand them, means that we can!


3.
Ephesians 5:17 – That Paul further commands us to understand 


them means we can.



4.
2 Timothy 2:15 – We must give diligence.



5.
Ecclesiastes 12:12 – Study is hard tiring work.  "...and much 


study is wearisome to the flesh."


C.
What is it about Bible study that is so hard?


1.
The mechanics are hard.



a.
Reading for comprehension is always hard.




b.
Defining words takes diligence and effort.




c.
Examining context takes commitment.





1)
Immediate context.





2)
Remote context.




d.
Memorizing.




e.
Harmonizing with other scriptures.



2.
Consistency is hard.  While the Bible always harmonizes with 


itself, it is sometimes hard to see HOW it harmonizes.



3.
Being unbiased is hard.  It is hard to leave out personal bias 


and prejudice.



4.
Changes are hard.  It is hard to commit to making changes in 


ones life that the scripture which you learn demands.
III.
Which The Untaught And Unstable Twist

A.
The untaught.  (ignorant – ASV; unlearned - KJV)


1.
2 Peter 2:14 – Peter warned how that those who are untaught 


will be victims of false teachers.


2.
Children who are not taught will follow their instincts to their 


own ruin.



3.
New Converts who are not grounded in the sound doctrine of 


the gospel of Christ will drift toward what seems best to their 


inexperienced and ignorant judgment.



4.
New converts who are not grounded will be easily swayed by 


denominational doctrines because:




a.
Of the majority of people who believe them.




b.
Many denominational doctrines sound good to the 




uninformed.




c.
Denominational doctrines appeal to carnal appetites.




d.
Denominational preachers appeal to the pride and vanity of 



the untaught.  "You will be so smart to believe this!"


B.
The unstable.  (unsteadfast – ASV)
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1.
1 Timothy 6:4 – Those who are "proud, knowing nothing."




a.
They are obsessed with disputes and arguments over 




words.




b.
They are men of corrupt minds.




c.
They are destitute of the truth.




d.
They suppose that godliness is a means of gain.



2.
1 Corinthians 11:16 – There are many who are contentious.


3.
2 Timothy 3:5 – Some who have a form of godliness but who 


deny its power.



4.
2 Timothy 3:8 – Men who resist the truth.



5.
Titus 1:10-11 – Insubordinate, idle talkers and deceivers who 


would subvert whole households for the sake of dishonest gain.

 IV.
Passages Commonly Twisted

A.
Matthew 19:9 – So many have been destroyed by twisting the words 

of Jesus.



1.
Such a simple statement:  If a man puts away his mate for a 


cause other than fornication and marries again commits 



adultery.



2.
But it has been the focus of an almost endless parade of false 


doctrines.



3.
Men and women simply cannot accept the plain lesson that it is 


clearly teaching.


B.
Matthew 7:1 – One of the most twisted passages in the Bible.


1.
The ignorant have memorized it and can cite it at the slightest 


provocation.



2.
The unstable calculate and plan how to use this verse to justify 


their many nefarious doctrines and practices.




a.
You object to my social drinking??  "Judge not!..."




b.
You disagree with our fellowship hall??  "Judge not!..."




c.
You say our tongue speaking is unscriptural??  "Judge 



not!..."


C.
Mark 16:16 – "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 

who does not believe will be condemned."



1.
Anyone who has ever tried to teach the gospel to the lost knows 


how often this is abused.



2.
The twist:  "Jesus only said that the one who does not believe 


will be condemned.  He said nothing about the man who is not 


baptized being condemned."



3.
Answer:  But, Jesus did say:  "He who believes and is baptized 


will be saved..."
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D.
Romans 8:28 – "And we know that all things work together for good 

to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 

purpose."


1.
Folks take this to literally mean that anything negative that 


happens is actually a blessing in disguise.



2.
Are we really to believe that Paul was saying that whenever a 


man is in a car accident and he is left horribly burned, and an 


invalid, that this works out to his good?



a.
Some might say:  Yes!  He will learn patience.




b.
Others might say:  Yes!  He will learn reliance on the 



Lord.




c.
Come on!  Surely, you know that the context will not bear 



out this twist.



3.
Context:  (vs. 26-27) – Paul is talking about prayer and how the 


Holy Spirit aids men by making intercession for us with 



groanings which cannot be uttered.




a.
God helps those who love the Lord.




b.
Providence helps us when we pray to Him.




c.
If hardships and sufferings are intended in this text it 




would be those of the sort that befall those who "love the 



Lord."





1)
Unbelievers are maimed in car wrecks.





2)
Unbelievers stump their toes.





3)
Tornadoes and hurricanes wipe out the unbelievers 




along with believers.





4)
But, there are hardships that are peculiar to the life of 




a child of God.






a)
Hebrews 13:3 – "Remember the prisoners as if 





chained with them--those who are mistreated - 





since you yourselves are in the body also."






b.
Revelation 6:9 – "When He opened the fifth 





seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those 





who had been slain for the word of God and for 





the testimony which they held. And they cried 





with a loud voice, saying, 'How long, O Lord, 





holy and true, until You judge and avenge our 





blood on those who dwell on the earth?'"

  V.
Conclusion:

