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These Who Have Turned The World Upside Down
(Acts 17:6)
  I.
Introduction:


An attempt was made to arrest Paul in Thessalonica, because his 
preaching provoked a great multitude of the devout Greeks and not a few 
leading women to join Paul and Silas (vs. 4).  Paul and Silas were seen as a 
threat, and the Jews who were not persuaded drummed up a mob and 
stormed the house of Jason.  When they could not find them, they brought 
out Jason instead and accused him and his cohorts (Paul and Silas) of 
turning the world upside down.


Let us examine how Paul turned the world upside down and what 
they actually overturned in the eyes of the Jews.

 II.
What Did The Jews Think The "Rightside Up" World Was Like?  
[Note:  People often wrongly believe their view of the world is the right 
one.  Their view, though wrong in every way, is "rightside up" to them.  
When we preach the truth to them, we threaten to turn their world "upsde 
down."]

A.
The scribes and Pharisees had all authority.


1.
Matthew 23:1 – They sat in Moses' seat.


2.
John 12:42 – The people followed them out of fear, because the 


Pharisees had the power to put people out of the synagogue.



3.
The apostles did not fear this power.



4.
Their preaching confounded the assumed authority of the ruling 


class of Jews.


B.
The traditions of men trumped God's law.


1.
Matthew 15:7-9 – They taught as doctrines the commandments 


of men.


2.
Matthew 23:4 – They bound heavy burdens in the form of 



traditions which were hard to bear.



3.
The preaching of the apostles appealed to the authority of God, 


not the scribes and Pharisees.



4.
Every sermon preached by an apostle appealed to Jesus Christ 


as the final judge and arbiter of men's souls (Acts 17:31).


C.
The Law of Moses was still in force.



1.
Matthew 5:17 - The scribes and Pharisees found themselves at 


odds with Jesus because they believed He was there to destroy 


Moses.


2.
Colossians 2:14 – Paul taught that the Law had been taken out 


of the way and had been nailed to the cross.



3.
Romans 3:20 – By the deeds of the Law no man will be 



justified.


D.
The Messiah had not come.



1.
The Jews looked forward to the Messiah, but they did not 



believe any of the candidates who had come along thus far were 


Him.
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2.
Acts 5:35-38 – Gamaliel counseled his brethren to leave the 


apostles alone, anticipating that they too were following a false 


Christ.



3.
The apostles upset the Jewish apple cart by preaching Jesus 


from border to border of the land.



4.
Acts 9:20 – Saul immediately preached the Christ in the 



synagogues, that He is the Son of God.


E.
Jews only could be saved.



1.
The conceited Jews viewed themselves as the sole object of 


God's interest.



2.
As Abraham's descendents, they believed that they alone were 


entitled to heaven.



3.
Matthew 3:9 – But, John the baptizer told them that God could 


raise up from the stones children to Abraham. 

III.
How Did The Apostles Turn The World Upside Down?

A.
By preaching Christ.


1. 
Acts 17:3 – "explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had 


to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus 


whom I preach to you is the Christ."



2.
1 Corinthians 1:17 – "For Christ did not send me to baptize, but 


to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of 


Christ should be made of no effect."


3.
1 Corinthians 2:2 – "For I determined not to know anything 


among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified."

B.
By compelling men and women to repent.


1.
Luke 24:47 - "and that repentance and remission of sins should 


be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at 




Jerusalem."


2.
Acts 2:38 – Repent and let everyone of you be baptized in the 


name of Jesus Christ.

C.
By condemning sin.


1.
Acts 8:23 - "For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and 


bound by iniquity."


2.
James 1:21 – "Therefore, lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 


wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, 


which is able to save your souls."



3.
The Jews were supposed to be opposed to sin.



4.
In fact, they very much were in word, but in deed things were 


different.




a.
They found loopholes to the restrictions of the law (i.e. the 



distance they were allowed to travel on the Sabbath could 



be extended by means of a stake and a rope.)




b.
They winked at looking at a woman to lust, so long as a 



man did not commit the actual act.



5.
But, the apostles preached sin as ugly as it actually was.
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D.
By urging holiness.


1.
The law of Moses was all about holiness.



a.
Exodus 22:31 – "And you shall be holy men to Me:  You 



shall not eat meat torn by beasts in the field; you shall 



throw it to the dogs."



b.
Leviticus 19:2 – "Speak to all the congregation of the 



children of Israel, and say to them: 'You shall be holy, for I 



the Lord your God am holy."



c.
Leviticus 20:26 – "And you shall be holy to Me, for I the 



Lord am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, 



that you should be Mine."


2.
But, by the time of the apostles, the Jews overlooked holiness.




a.
Ostensibly, they were very much interested in holiness.




b.
So much so that they invented regulations that would 




supposedly result in a more holy clientele among their 



people.




c.
But, these traditions actually served only to pollute the 



nation with sinful practices.



3.
The apostles preached holiness to their audiences.




a.
Romans 6:19 – "I speak in human terms because of the 



weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your 



members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness 



leading to  more lawlessness, so now present your 




members as slaves of righteousness for"




b.
2 Corinthians 7:1 – "Therefore, having these promises, 



beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 



flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."




c.
Ephesians 4:24 – "And that you put on the new man which 



was created according to God, in true righteousness and 



holiness."

E.
By diligently sticking to their mission.


1.
The Jews were convinced that the apostles would buckle under 


their determined attacks.


2.
Yet, if anything, the apostles used their abuser's attacks as the 


fuel for their passion to serve God.



3.
Acts 5:28 – "...Did we not strictly command you not to teach in 


this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 



doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!"


4.
Acts 5:29 – "But Peter and the other apostles answered and 


said: 'We ought to obey God rather than men.'"
 IV.
What Do People Today Think The "Rightside Up" World Looks Like?

A.
There is no authority from God.


1.
In fact, to people of today, the world is only "rightside up" if 


there is no authority at all.
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2.
The norm is that everyone is allowed to do whatever seems right 


to him, and whatever makes him feel good.



3.
Deuteronomy 12:8 - "You shall not at all do as we are doing 


here today-every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes-"

B.
God is whoever you want him (or her, or it) to be.



1.
Idolatry is not as prevalent today as it once was. i.e. statues and 


objects of art receiving adoration.


2.
But, the principle of idolatry is alive and well.



3.
The "rightside up" world of today embraces every god from the 


American Indian's great spirit to Buddha.  And it is bigoted 


to say those things are evil! 




4.
All churches are equally good.


5.
Islam and eastern religions are as valid as the religion of Christ.


E.
Perversion is perfectly normal.


1.
Homosexuality



2.
Adultery



3.
Pornography



4.
Abortion


F.
The only true evil is to preach a standard of morality, authority, 

and righteousness.
  V.
How Are We Today Going To Turn The World Upside Down?

A.
We turn the world upside down when we preach the word.



1.
2 Timothy 4:2 – Preach the word, in season and out of season.


2.
1 Kings 18:17 – Like the prophet Elijah, when we preach the 


truth, we are accused of being the "troubler of Israel", 




a.
But remember, that Elijah said it was Ahab and his sin that 



troubled the kingdom.




a.
Ahab's promotion of sin and rejection of divine authority 



was the problem.



3.
When we refuse to be silenced, we are turning the world upside 


down.


B.
We turn the world upside down when we challenge the world's 

concepts of morality.


1.
Matthew 14:4 – John the baptizer boldly told Herod that it was 


not lawful for him to have his brother Philip's wife.



a.
The king had all of the power.




b.
He proved it when he cut off John's head.




c.
But, John had the power of truth on his side.



2.
Will you and I be as courageous as John?




a.
Morality once meant a rigid standard of right and wrong, 



but not any more.




b.
Now, morality shifts like the tides.



c.
Everyone has the right to decide what code of conduct they 



will embrace, if any.
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3.
When we preach the holy standard of God's word we are turning 


the world upside down.


C.
We turn the world upside down when we oppose perversion of all 

kinds. 


1.
There are people in the world who have power over us, and they 


certainly try to compel us to be silent.  But, the power of God's 


word cannot be contained.



2.
Jeremiah 20:9 – We, like Jeremiah, would grow weary of trying 


to hold back the word were we to try.



3.
The world is filled with sin.  It is tolerating and promoting 



ungodliness, and we must stand up, with Bible in hand, and cry 


foul!



4.
When we preach against homosexuality, abortion, gambling, 


lying, stealing, profanity, pornography, and the like, we are 


turning the world upside down, because these things are 



embraced and promoted by the world.


D.
We turn the world upside down when we compel all men to 


submit to the authority of Christ.


1.
There is a great evil in the eyes of the world, and that is the 


word AUTHORITY.



2.
Authority by definition is "right" or "permission."  



3.
Inherent in the word is the concept that some have authority and 


others do not!



4.
Specifically, each man is not an authority unto himself.



5.
Matthew 28:18 – All authority belongs to Jesus Christ.


E.
We turn the world upside down when we demolish the 



foundations and structures of false religion.


1.
False religion is so engrained in our society that it is the norm to 


the world.



a.
They presume I am a pastor, because "everybody knows" 



that churches have a pastor.




b.
They assume we have a headquarters on earth, because 



"everybody knows" that is what churches have.




c.
They assume we are a denomination, because 





denominationalism is all that the world knows.



2.
Acts 17:16 – We turn the world upside down when we are 



provoked like Paul was to see society given over to false 



religion and when we speak out against it.

 VI.
Conclusion:
