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Angleton Meeting
Into What Were You Baptized?
(Acts 19:1-7)
  I.
Introduction:



Most religious groups I am aware of practice some "form" of 


baptism -- or at least what they call baptism.  When discussing the 


subject with them, denominational people are often confused by our


insistence on New Testament baptism.  They say:  "We have!"



However, from our text, we clearly learn that it is possible that 

those formerly baptized in some manner may need to be baptized into

Christ.  While the text does not deal with unscriptural baptism


per se, because John's baptism was certainly valid for the purpose God


instituted it, it does show that many of the disciples of John had not


yet been baptized into Christ, but were required to be.

 II.
First Things First:  Let Us Examine The Context (Acts 19:1-7).


A.
Paul the apostle had traveled to Ephesus.



1.
Ephesus was a city that would consume a large portion of 



Paul's time and efforts.  



a.
He spent more than two years here preaching and teaching





the gospel (Acts 19:8, 10).




b.
His efforts here were so time consuming that Paul later 





sought to avoid traveling to Ephesus on his way to 





Jerusalem (Acts 20:16-17).



2.
Ephesus was a chief city of Asia minor, and the center of the




worship of Diana, goddess of fertility (Acts 19:26, 34).


B.
When he arrived at Ephesus, Paul found certain disciples


1.
Note:  These were apparently disciples in the same manner 


that Apollos was a disciple.  (Acts 18:24-28).




a.
They heard the preaching of John concerning the Messiah




b.
Like Apollos they had been baptized after John's baptism.



2.
Their lack of knowledge of the Holy Spirit was a "red flag" of 


their lack of complete knowledge of the gospel of Christ. (v. 2)




a.
Matthew 3:11; John 1:33 - But, John had preached about





the Holy Spirit!  There are two possible answers:





1)
They heard the message of John from another who






did not tell them of the Holy Spirit.




2)
John foretold the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and 




these disciples had not yet heard he had come on 




Pentecost.


C.
Though they were disciples, Paul commanded them to be



baptized into Christ.
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1.
Question:  How were they disciples if they had not been




baptized into Christ?



2.
Answer:  John preached Christ, so they believed in Him.  But 


Jesus had not yet died on the cross.  Therefore those who 



received his baptism were only baptized with a baptism unto 


repentance (Mt. 3:11).


D.
Application:  



1.
From these verses we see a clear-cut example of people who 


were believers, even having submitted unto a kind of baptism, 


yet who still needed to be baptized into Christ.


2.
Today:  Many people we meet have submitted to some kind




of baptism, and may believe in Jesus, but they still need to be




baptized into Christ.

III.
Into What Were You Baptized? -- New Testament Baptism -vs- The

Baptisms Of Men.


A.
New Testament Baptism Is Immersion In Water.



1.
Matthew 3:16 - Jesus came up from the water when He was




baptized.



2.
John 3:23 - John baptized in Aenon because there was much




water there.



3.
Acts 8:38 - On the lonely desert road that stretched between




Jerusalem and Gaza, Philip took the eunuch down into the 




water and baptized him.



4.
Gr:  baptizo:  This is the word translated baptize, and it 




means to immerse, plunge, to dip.  It never means to sprinkle




or pour.



5.
Denominational baptism, on the other hand:




a.
Many churches sprinkle.




b.
Many churches pour.




c.
Still others teach one must be baptized in the Holy Spirit.



6.
Please note!  You need to be baptized into Christ, though




you may believe, and have been sprinkled or poured!

B.
New Testament baptism Is Only For Candidates Who



Are Capable Of Believing In Jesus.



1.
Mark 16:16 -  Jesus, Himself, called upon men to believe and




be baptized for the remission of sins - babies can't believe!




a.
John 8:24 – "Therefore I said to you that you will die in 



your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will 



die in your sins."




b.
Hebrews 11:6 – "But without faith it is impossible to 




please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 
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is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 



Him."


2.
Acts 8:37 - Philip told the Eunuch:  "If you believe you may"



3.
Acts 18:8 - The Corinthians, hearing, believed, and were 



baptized.



4.
Denominational baptism:  




a.
Many churches stress the baptism of infants (I was).




b.
Mormons baptize for the dead in the Utah temple.



5.
Please note:  You need to be baptized into Christ if you




were christened as a baby.  At that time you were not capable




of hearing and believing the gospel, so you were not saved.




In fact, at that time you had no sins that needed remitting.

C.
New Testament Baptism is only for those who are guilty of sin 

(Acts 2:38)



1.
1 John 3:4 – Sin is lawlessness.



2.
James 1:13-15 – Sin is the result of men and women being 



drawn away by their own desires and enticed.



3.
Acts 5:3-4, 9 – Sin is always the result of making a choice to 


violate the law of God.  In the case of Ananias and Sapphira, 


these two chose to like to God, and the Holy Spirit



4.
Denominational baptism:



a.
Infant baptism is based on the false doctrine of original sin 



or "Total Depravity."




b.
Ezekiel 18:20 – The Bible in principle denies the concept 



of inherited depravity.




c.
Additionally, infants are incapable of choosing to sin 



against God.  Children must be capable of making a 




conscious choice before they can choose to sin against 



God.


D.
New Testament Baptism Is For (In Order To Obtain) The 


Remission Of Sins.


1.
Acts 2:38 - Peter declared on the day of Pentecost that those




present should be baptized in order to obtain the remission




of sins.



2.
Matthew 26:28 - Compare:  The language of this text 




mirrors that of Acts 2:38.  




a.
Jesus shed His blood for the remission of the sins of many.





(i.e. "in order that they might obtain")




b.
If Jesus shed his blood for (in order to obtain) the 




remission of sins, then baptism is for (in order to obtain) 



the remission of sins.



3.
Mark 16:16 - Believe, baptized - saved.



4.
Acts 22:16 - Ananias said to Saul:  "Arise and be baptized 
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and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord."



5.
Denominational baptism - Almost universally, the




creeds of men design baptism to be BECAUSE OF the 



remission of sins.  To them, baptism is solely a means to get 


into a church.



6.
Please note:  You need to be baptized into Christ if you




were baptized under a doctrine that said your sins were already




forgiven.


E.
New Testament Baptism:  Is Preceded By Repentance Of Sins.


1.
Acts 2:38 - Peter commanded his audience to repent and




be baptized for the remission of sins.  Note:  He did not tell




them to be baptized and then repent if they so desired.



2.
Denominational baptism:




a.
Calvinism teaches that repentance is irrelevant to 




salvation.



b.
Interested in numbers not salvation.  peer pressure.

 IV.
Conclusion:  

