Conservative Or Liberal?

Zeke Flores
Intro:
Labels can sometimes be misunderstood
A. Use the above in different ways for different situations.

1) In my politics, I=m conservative. That is, I respect the Constitution and the Bill of Rights that provide

foundation for our government.

2) However, concerning ice cream, I want the server to be liberal!

B. What about these names as they apply to religion? Neither one appears in the Bible

1) However the concepts do.

C. Note the definitions: (From Webster=s New Collegiate Dict.)

1) Conservative - Moderate, cautious, disposed to maintaining existing views, conditions, or institutions.
2) Liberal - Not strict in the observance of established forms or ways.
3) Not hard to see the great difference.

a. Difference is in whether one maintains an established practice or goes beyond it.

I. One can know for sure what the standard is & who establishes it
A. God is above all & has right to exercise authority

1) Gen 2:16-17,Ex 19:3-8, Isaiah 55:6-9, Jer 10:23-24
2) Clear to see that God establishes the standard.

B. But some went beyond the established authority

1) Adam & Eve - Gen 3
2) Cain - Gen 4:3-7 (Heb 11:4 ABy faith, Abel offered..@)
3) Nadab & Abihu - Lev 9:23-10:3
4) Saul - 1 Sam 13:8-13, 1 Sam 15
5) The Pharisees - Mark 7:1-13
6) On & on we see men being LIBERAL in their actions.

II. The same is true in NT times - We have an established authority, standard.
A. Jesus - Matt 28:18, John 12:48
B. That same standard was handed to apostles to teach others

1) John 16:12-15, Luke 10:16, 1 Thess 2:13, 1 Cor 14:37,

1 John 4:1, 5-6
C. They committed that standard to writing for our benefit

1) 2 Tim 3:16-17, 2 Ptr 3:14-18
D. We are cautioned to stay WITHIN the faith so as to maintain the standard once delivered both as the church and as individual.

1) 1 Tim 3:15, 1 Ptr 4:11
2) John 8:31 AIf you continue in My word...@
2 Cor 13:5 ATest yourselves to see if you are in the faith.@
3) The penalty for being liberal, going beyond, is clear

a. 2 John :8-11
E. There are many indicators that liberalism was already at work in the first century.

1) Jesus= warning - Matt 7:15-23
2) Paul=s warning - Acts 20:28-30
3) Lawlessness already at work - 2 Thess 2:7
4) AEar-ticklers@ would be more appealing - 2 Tim 4:1-4
5) False teachers secretly introducing heresy - 2 Ptr 2:1
6) Antichrists already in the world - 1 John 2:18, 4:3
7) Men who Acrept in unnoticed@  - Jude :3-4



Conc. 
It=s evident that liberal drifts are of great concern to God.
A. Drifting is easy. It=s sticking to the truth that=s hard because oftentimes, the truth is in the minority, it goes against the flow.

B. But Christians have the truth to believe, a standard to strive for, a doctrine to defend.

C. Lord willing, in the weeks ahead, we will remind ourselves of what we already know.  We=ll look into liberal practices among denoms & even churches of Christ & we=ll see what God=s word says and doesn=t say.

