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The Power Of A Man
(Ecclesiastes 8-9)
  I.
Introduction:


There are things that you and I cannot control, or over which we have 
very little control.  How you respond to this basic fact of life, may well 
determine how content that you are in this life.  One of the many lessons of 
the book of Ecclesiastes is that God expects His people to enjoy the life 
they have been blessed with (Ecclesiastes 9:7-9).  Yet, those who are 
obsessed with the inequities of life are miserable.  They cannot by their 
misery change one thing about the lot in life (Matthew 6:27-28).
 II.
Man's Power In The Estimation Of Solomon:

A.
(8:2-9) – Man has no power over the king.  Much needed 


exhortations for today.


1.
(vs. 2) – Solomon's counsel:  "Keep the king's commandment 


for the sake of your oath to God."



a.
Romans 13:5 – "Therefore you must be subject not only 



because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake."




b.
1 Peter 2:13-14 – "Therefore, submit yourself to every 



ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king 



as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by 



him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of 



those who do good."


2.
(vs. 3) – Do not be hasty to "go from his presence."  i.e. – Do 


not be hasty to cross him or contradict him.



3.
(vs. 4) – The words of a king have power and the weight of law.


4.
(vs. 5) – The wise man discerns in his heart that it is good for 


him to submit to the king.  




a.
If one is not a lawbreaker, he will experience nothing 




harmful.




b.
Romans 13:3 – "For rulers are not a terror to good works, 



but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? 



Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same."




c.
Romans 13:4 – "For he is God's minister to you for good. 



But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the 




sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to 



execute wrath on him who practices evil."



5.
(vs. 6-9) – The wise man prepares himself for the judgment of 


he king.  He has no more power over it than he does over the 


departure of the spirit in death.


B.
(8:10-9:12) – Man has no power over injustice.



1.
(vs. 10) – The wicked die, are buried, and are forgotten, even 


in the cities where they spread their mayhem.



a.
With alarm, we note that men seem to have all but 




forgotten 9/11, thought it is not quite a decade later.
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b.
Many of our citizens are steadfastly opposed to the 




building of a Muslim mosque within steps of "ground 



zero."




c.
What is truly shocking are the number of people who are 



speaking out either in support of the project, or are at least 



blind to the violation such a structure will be to the 




families who lost loved ones on 9/11.




d.
It has not taken long for the memory of that tragic day to 



be lost.




e.
What can we do?  We can rail endlessly about the short-



term memory of Americans.  But, how will that change 



human nature?



2.
(vs. 11) – The delay of justice emboldens the wicked to continue 


in their sinful ways.




a.
I am convinced that in our society the fact that the death 



penalty is delayed for decades, and often times the 




sentence is commuted for the sake of legal tricks, 




emboldens criminals.



b.
Romans 13:4 – The government's job is to bear the sword, 



but often it does not wield it consistently.




c.
What can we do?  We can fret about it every minute of 



the day.  But by the constant fretting, we will not change 



the matter.



3.
(vs. 12-13) – Here is the reality:  A sinner's days may be 



prolonged, in spite of the fact of his wickedness.  However, it 


will not be well for him in the day of the Lord.




a.
(vs. 12b) – It will be well with those who fear God.




b.
(vs. 13) – It will not be well with the wicked.




c.
Psalm 73:18-20 – "Surely You set them in slippery places; 



You cast them down to destruction.  Oh, how they are 



brought to desolation, as in a moment! They are utterly 



consumed with terrors.  As a dream when one awakes, So, 



Lord, when You awake, You shall despise their image."



c.
Romans 2:5 – "But in accordance with your hardness and 



your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself 



wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 



judgment of God,"


C.
(9:11-12) – Man has no power over the course of his life.


1.
Certainly man has power to act as he sees fit, and he can change 


his circumstances for the better or for the worse.



2.
He is not helpless in the hands of fate, as some think.



3.
However, there are elements of human existence that will 



forever elude us and our ability to control them.



4.
Our view of "how things should be" do not always reflect 



reality.




a.
"The race is not to the swift" – As we view justice, the 



fastest runner ought always to win the race.  But, we know 



from experience that any number of unknowable factors 



can change the outcome of a race so that the swift lose.
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1)
The swift runner can stumble and fall.





2)
He can be ill the day of the race.





3)
The slower runner can have a spectacular day.




b.
"The battle is not to the strong" – The biggest and 




strongest ought always to win the battle, right? 





1)
History is full of examples in which the weaker 





opponent won the fight – David vs Goliath.





2)
Powerful, talented ball teams are whipped by teams 




who should not be on the same field with them.





3)
The U.S. exists because of this principle.




c.
"Nor bread to the wise, nor riches to men of 





understanding" – The man of learning believes he is 




entitled to a greater share of goods than the unwise man. 



Yet, in this he is often disappointed.  




1)
"I have earned respect and riches!"





2)
"I am certainly worth more than that man."





3)
Note:  In our day, more education can actually be a 




hindrance.  A master's degree student with no 





experience may find it hard to get work, over one less 




educated.




d.
"Nor favor to men of skill" – A man may believe that he 



has earned the respect of those around him, but he does not 



get it.  He believes that his skill should attest to his 




greatness, so that others will give him his due, but it does 



not happen.



5.
What can we do?  Will we fret and worry and about the fact 


that things "are not like they should be?"  What good will that 


response do for us?
III.
Conclusion:


Contentment comes on to those who accept the fact that their power 
is limited, and that all things belong to God.  God, not man, has power over 
all of the evils that men can observe.
· (9:11b-12) – Time and chance happen to all men.
· (9:2) – Death happens to the wicked and the righteous.

· (9:4-6) – We have life, and life is better than death.  

· (9:7-8) – Be joyful and be righteous in life.  This is what a man can control!

