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Intro
Lots of special things planned for Easter by area churches
A. 

Churches holding special services loaded with gimmicks

1. 

Sunrise services

2. 

Casual “contemporary” services

3. 

Concerts, parties, egg hunts, pot-luck dinners, & more!

B. 

All intended to bring in, entice, draw folks in.

1. 

Of course, happens all year round, not only at Easter

2. 

Unfortunately, even some brethren are carried away with the denominations. They feel the need to add some inducement to get folks to come to services.

3. 

Isn’t the word of God good enough?

I. 
Notice the question in Matt 13:27
A. 
Parable of tares - The landowner explains that the seed was good and did not produce bad plants.

1. 
“An enemy has done this!” Matt 13:28


B. 
Parable of seed & sower (Matt 13:3-9, 18-23) proves the same.

1. 
The seed itself is good; it’s the condition of the ground that either promotes or hinders growth.

C. 
Back to the question: Is the word of God (the seed) good enough to draw honest hearts to God?
1. 
To the religious world at large, and some churches of Christ included, answer is obviously “no” as they seek numerous ways to try to “market” their religion to the world.

2. 
Part of the problem is in using worldly ploys to attract toward a spiritual message.

a. 
“If you draw them in with hamburgers, you’ll have to feed ‘em steak to keep them!”
II. 
Note how Christians were made from the start - Matt 28:18-20
A. 
How did this work?

B. 
People were convicted of their sin
1. 
It’s what the Holy Spirit was sent to do - John 16:8
a. 
Part of this work was authenticating the message with various miracles and gifts.

b. 
Part of this work was convincing the sinner of the truths regarding Jesus by exposing and convicting him of his sin so he could recognize it and repent.

2. 
Example: Jews on Pentecost - Acts 2:14-36
a. 
Note: Peter didn’t serve a spaghetti dinner or have a “Pentecost Party!”

b. 
He drove home their sin so they could make a decision. - Acts 2:37-40
3. 
Example: Felix - Acts 24:24-26
a. 
Paul didn’t try to get Felix to have a more positive mental attitude!

b. 
But what failed: The seed or Felix?

C. 
Jesus was preached 
1. 
Acts 8:4-5, 12
a. 
The simple preaching of Jesus was enough to prompt these Samaritans to make the right decision.

2. 
Acts 8:25-40 - The eunuch

a. 
The eunuch didn’t need a concert, he needed Jesus!

D. 
People were moved to make a decision
1. 
Lydia - Acts 16:11-15
2. 
Philippian jailor - Acts 16:29-33
3. 
Corinthians - Acts 18:5-8
E. 
On & on we could go. These people were not moved by mood lighting or an emotional dramatic play. They were convicted of their sin by the preaching of the gospel and moved by godly sorrow to respond by obeying the gospel in repentance and baptism.

III. 
All we see is the gospel being preached. Why only the gospel?
A. 
Consider how Jesus said men would be drawn to Him

1. 
John 6:44-45,
Rom 10:17 “Faith comes by hearing”
B. 
Gospel preaching is powerful because ONLY the gospel can produce:

1. 
Salvation - Rom 1:16, 1 Cor 1:18
2. 
Reconciliation and hope - Col 1:21-23
3. 
Spiritual maturity - Acts 20:32 “I commend you..”
4. 
It is completely sufficient - 2 Tim 3:16-17
C. 
That is why it is for gospel preachers to preach the gospel!

1. 
“Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!”                       1 Cor 9:16 (NIV)
2. 
Too many preachers want to be carnival showmen.

a. 
There is a time for illustrations (Jesus used them), and even humor but a preacher must never lose sight of what the job is all about.

(1) 
2 Tim 4:2-5
IV. 
Problem is, too many brethren have forgotten what business we’re supposed to be in.
A. 
1 Tim 3:15
1. 
An article in the Harvard Business Review talked about how some people didn't understand what business they were in. For example, the railroad people didn't realize they were in the transportation business; they thought they were in the railroad business. Had they realized they were in the transportation business, they would have invested in the airplane. The telegraph people thought they were in the telegraph business instead of the communication business. In 1886 or so, they could have bought all the telephone patents for $40,000. So obviously those people didn't know what business they were in. (From The Harvard Business Review in a article entitled "Market Myopia") Churches today need to ask themselves: "What kind of business are we in? Is it the entertainment, recreation, or the soul-saving business?"
B. 
I commend their zeal, but unfortunately it’s misplaced.

1. 
Rom 10:1-3
2. 
Like a well-meaning switchman who pull the wrong switch and sends the train to a collision. Good intentions, but the train is still wrecked!

Conc
Too many brethren have followed the denominationss and lost focus on what we’re about. They seek to attract using every means but the gospel.

A. 
Entertainment, food, social programs, recreation of every conceivable type abound.



1.
But, where is the word of God that convicts and saves?

B. 

Back to our question: Is the seed any good?
1. 

YES!
2. 

To an honest heart it will take root, blossom, and mature to a faithful child of God.

3. 

Is the seed any good to you today?

C. 

INV
