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Angleton Meeting
Have You Set Your Face Toward Heaven?
(Luke 9:51-53)
  I.
Introduction:


Luke records a rather curious statement about Jesus Christ: "Now it 
came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He 
steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem,..." (vs. 51).  Later, it was said 
that the Samaritans did not receive him because "His face was set for the 
journey to Jerusalem" (vs. 53).
 II.
Let Us Examine The Text:


A.
What does it mean that Jesus set His face to go to Jerusalem?


1.
Clearly, the meaning is that He was determined to go to 



Jerusalem.



2.
He had made up His mind and now nothing would stop Him 


from going.


3.
He would not be distracted with more trivial matters. He would 


not be sidetracked to other destinations.


B.
He was determined to go, despite the knowledge of what awaited 

Him.



1.
"When the time had come for Him to be received up,..."



2.
Jesus was fully aware of what awaited Him at Jerusalem.




a.
Matthew 16:21-23 – "From that time Jesus began to show 



His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer 



many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, 



and be killed and be raised again the third day."




b.
Mark 8:31 – "And He began to teach them that the Son of 



Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 



and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three 



days rise again."




c.
Mark 9:31 – "For He taught His disciples and said to 



them, "The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of 



men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will 



rise the third day."



d.
Matthew 26:2 – "You know that after two days is the 




Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be 



crucified."



3.
He knew that this would be the last time that He came to 



Jerusalem, and that He would not leave it again, except to 



ascend to his Father.


C.
All around Him knew His determination to go to Jerusalem.


1.
His attitude and mindset was clear to all around Him.
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a.
He would tolerate no dissenting viewpoints aimed at 




dissuading Him from His course.




b.
His disciples had heard Him talk about what awaited Him 



at Jerusalem.




c.
They might have tried to talk Him out of going to meet His 



doom.



2.
His body language must have made it obvious that He was 



going to Jerusalem.


3.
His declaration of intent made it clear to all where He was 



headed.

III.
Is Your Face Similarly Set To Go To Jerusalem?


A.
Have you determined, or made up your mind, that heaven is the 

only destination for you?



1.
This is the essence of what it means to set one's face to go to 


heaven.


2.
Matthew 13:44-46 – The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 


hidden, that a man rejoices when he finds it, sells all he has and 


buys the field.  And, it is like a pearl of great price, which a man 


finds and sells all in order to buy it.


3.
Revelation 21:4 – Do you long for the day when God will wipe 


away every tear from your eyes?



4.
Revelation 21:6 – Do you long for "the fountain of water of life" 


that God will give freely to him who thirsts?



5.
Revelation 22:1-2 – Do you long with all of your heart to see the 


river of water of life and the tree of life?


B.
Are you set to Go, no matter what the cost may be?


1.
To many people, going to heaven sounds like a really great idea, 


until they begin to hear what it will cost them.



2.
Luke 14:15-24 – Jesus discusses the condition of those who 


would reject the Lord's invitation.



a.
The invitation is to be highly prized and sought after.




b.
Yet, the invitees each found coming to the feast less 




important than entrance into the master's feast.




c.
One by one, they made excuses.




d.
The lesson is clear:  They were not willing to meet the 



cost.



3.
Luke 14:25-32 – Jesus discusses the cost of discipleship, which 


is also the cost of entry into heaven.




a.
(vs. 26) – The cost is that one must love God more than his 



own family.




b.
(vs. 27) – The cost is that he must carry his cross.
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c.
(vs. 28-32) – Otherwise, one is like the unwise tower 




builder and king.



4.
Revelation 14:4 – We must be willing to follow the Lamb 



wherever He goes.


C.
Does everyone around you see that your face is set to go to 


heaven?


1.
This is a very important question.



2.
What do people know about your heart and about your 



aspirations?




a.
If asked, would people know that your favorite book is the 



Bible?




b.
If polled about you, would people know that heaven is 



your most precious dream?




c.
Would your friends and coworkers be able to cite 




examples of your deeds which prove your desire for 




heaven?




d.
Do your friends and acquaintances think that you are just 



one of the crowd, with the same ambitions and mindset?


3.
Acts 10:1-2 – There would be no doubt among the 




acquaintances of Cornelius that his face was set toward heaven.



4.
Luke 10:41-42 – Martha was a good woman, but Mary had her 


priorities straight, and it was evident to all.



5.
Acts 6:5 – Among others chosen to serve, Stephen is singled out 


as a "man full of faith and the Holy Spirit."  His life, his goals, 


his speech, and his direction, must have alerted all around him 


that his face was set toward heaven.

 IV.
Conclusion:

