The Measure Of A Strong Church
(Zeke Flores, Based loosely on outline by Tim Stevens)
Intro:
Some confusion in the world about what the church is.
A. The church is NOT the building

A. Although often referred to that way

A. Some ask, (Where do you go to church?(
A. Building is simply where the church meets.

B. What the church is:
B. Greek (ekklesia( compound of 2 words

B. (Ek( - out, (kaleo(- to call; hence, the (called out

B. Word is a collective noun like covey, flock, herd

B. 1 quail not a covey, 1 bird not a flock, 1 cow not a herd

B. (Ekklesia( is used to describe any assembly of people called together for any purpose.

B. (a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly, any gathering or throng of men assembled by chance( (Thayers)

B. Acts 19:32, 41 - The Ephesian silversmiths

B. Acts 19:39 - a (lawful assembly(
B. Acts 7:38 - Moses & Israelites in wilderness

B. The distinction between any assembly is who called them and their purpose in assembling.

B. Jesus built His (ekklesia( Matt 16:18
B. That is why it is called the (church of Christ(
B. He ( has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity..( 2 Tim 1:9 

C. There are some distinctions between this called out group and any other that we will explore in this lesson.

C. These distinctions, as we will see, are evident in other groups, yet in the Lord(s church, they are all combined to make a strong and effective church.

I. The Church Functions Like A Body

I. There must be collaboration and cooperation that binds us together as we work.

I. 1 Cor 12:14-29
I. One day it occurred to the members of the body that they were doing all the work and that the belly was having all the food. So they held a meeting and after a long discussion decided to strike work until the belly consented to take its proper share of the work. So for a day or two the hands refused to take the food, the mouth refused to receive it, and the teeth had no work to do. But after a day or two, members began to find that they themselves were not in very active condition. The hands could hardly move, the mouth was all parched and dry, while the legs were unable to support the rest. Thus, they found that even the belly, in its dull quiet way, was doing necessary work for the body, and that all must work together or the body would go to pieces. (From Aesop)
I. It(s essential that every member of the body does their work

I. Eph 4:15-16
I. Everyone in their place doing their work.

II. The Church Loves Like A Family

II. We are more than simply people working together; we are brethren! Imperfect people called together.

II. 1 Tim 3:15, 
Eph 2:19
II. It is a relationship that transcends all others since we are tied together with the blood of Christ.

II. No matter how much we love, there is always room to excel more. 

II. 1 Thes 4:9-10
II. The legendary football coach Vince Lombardi was asked what it took to make a winning team. He said, "There are a lot of coaches with good ball clubs who know the fundamentals and have plenty of discipline but still don't win the game. Then you come to the third ingredient: if you're going to play together as a team, you've got to care for one another. You've got to love each other. Each player has to be thinking about the next guy and saying to himself: 'If I don't block that man, Paul is going to get his legs broken. I have to do my job well in order that he can do his.'  The difference between mediocrity and greatness is the feeling these guys have for each other." (Quoted in Leadership, Vol. 15, No. 3)
II. It by no means implies that we will never have disagreements.

II. Impossible to think that such a diverse group will always agree on everything all the time.

II. Every family has disagreements, spats; what matters is how we deal with them.

II. Phil 2:1-5
II. Our love for one another is what sets us apart.

II. (By this all men will know that you are my disciples...(     John 13:35
II. Notice (one another:

II. Rom 12:10, 12:16, 13:8, 14:13, 14:19, 15:5, 15:7, 15:14, 16:16
II. Just a small sampling of our attitude toward one another.

III. The Church Praises Like A Temple

III. Ezekiel 40-48 describe a beautiful ornate temple that was never built ... or was it?

III. Individual Christians are the temple of God

III. 1 Cor 6:19
III. Collectively, the church is also the temple of God

III. 1 Cor 3:16-17, 
Eph 2:20-22
III. Each one of us doing our collective best to be the uncorrupt, spiritual people lifting praise and devotion to the God who called us.

III. 1 Pet 2:1-5, 9
III. It is the reason we exist and why we wear the name of Christ!

IV. The Church Submits Like A Kingdom

IV. No wonder, for that(s what we are.

IV. Col 1:13
IV. The kingdom is Christ(s the body is Christ(s, the church is Christ(s. Since it belongs to Him, He rightfully has authority.

IV. Eph 1:18-23
IV. His rule begins within and emanates outward.

IV. (...sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts...( 1 Pet 3:15
IV. (Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.( Col 3:15
IV. We submit to Christ first, but also to one another.

IV. (Be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.( Eph 5:21
IV. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble." 1 Pet 5:5 (NKJ) 

IV. Obey your leaders and submit to them...( Heb 13:17
V. The Church Is Pure Like A Bride

V. Brides wear white to illustrate their chastity.

V. Sometimes a white dress is inappropriate!

V. Christians should remember the purity to which they were called.

V. 2 Cor 11:1-2, 
Eph 5:25-27
V. Called to be a different kind of people, we actively seek for holiness.

V. 2 Cor 6:14-7:1
V. We search for inconsistency in our lives and remove it

Conc:
We are an ekklesia like no other

D. Who called us is our King, the King of kings, who bought us with His blood

E. Why we are called is to serve a purpose higher than any other.

F. INV
