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Intro:
Sacrifices have been around as long as man has.
A. Though the types of sacrifices and the one to whom it(s offered may differ, the nature of sacrifices remain constant.

A. They were gifts
A. Presents offered to Deity in hopes that He would receive them with pleasure.

A. They were offered in homage
A. Given from man(s desire to express devotion to and dependence upon One mightier than he.

A. They were offered in hopes of fellowship
A. The giver desired a firmer bond of association, relationship, communion

A. They were sacrificial
A. Not only did they imply guilt, but they cost the giver

B. David, in out text, recognizes some important things about sacrifice in particular and religion in general that are just as important now as they were then.

B. All the items above are evident in David(s attitude.

B. What is most striking, though, is David(s acknowledgment that a sacrifice to God costs something.
C. The principles we learn regarding sacrifices hold true for all religion.

C. 1 Pet 2:5, Rom 12:1-2
I. Note Some Principles About Sacrifice

I. God always requires the best or none at all
I. Mal 1:6-14
I. This implies that God deserves the best and is a determination that must be made by every worshiper first. The determination stems from love

I. 1 Cor 13:3
I. Real love forgets self. Real love knows no danger. Real love doesn(t count the cost.

I. God always requires His first.
I. The Israelites were required to give (first fruits(
I. Deut 26:2, 
Ex 22:29
I. They were to be the best they had - Num 18:12
I. It was an indication that they think of God first, since He was the One responsible for their bounty.

I. Nehemah had to re-teach this important principle

I. Neh 10:35-37
I. The (first fruits( were a shadow of the type of sacrifices God would require in the new covenant

I. James 1:18, 
Rev 14:4
I. The (first fruits( concept teaches that what we give to God is indicative of how we would give ourselves.

I. 2 Cor 8:1-5, 
2 Cor 12:15, 
Phil 2:17
I. ALL of this indicates that real sacrifice, real religion costs you and you must be prepared to give what(s required.

I. Luke 14:26-35
I. The Lord means for us to think of our commitment to Him first, and to give Him the best of our selves as we work to be His.

II. Note Some People Whose Religion Cost Them Dearly

II. Daniel - Dan 6

II. Put in lion(s den for praying to God

II. Shadrach, Meschach, Abed-nego - Dan 3

II. Fiery furnace for refusing to bow to idol

II. John the baptist - Matt 14

II. Beheaded for pointing out sin

II. Stephen - Acts 7

II. Stoned for speaking the truth

II. Paul - Phil 3

II. Eventually beheaded for preaching the gospel

II. Others throughout the years that have given themselves over completely to the concept of real, obedient religion!

II. ILL:
The world needs men and women...

who cannot be bought,

whose word is their bond,

who put character above wealth;

who possess convictions and a will,

who are larger than their vocations,

who do not hesitate to take chances,

who will not lose their individuality in a crowd,

who will be as honest in small things as in great things,

who will make no compromise with wrong,

whose ambitions are not confined to their own selfish desires,

who are not afraid to stand for the truth when it is unpopular,

who can say "no" with emphasis, although all the rest of the world says "yes."

Who understand the meaning of sacrifice.

III. What Does Your Religion Cost You?

III. All over the country and the world, people are watering down religion to make it less (offensive.(
III. One man said of Willow Creek Church, a mega church near Chicago: (They make it easy for me to say I(m a Christian.( No demands, no results! 

III. (A religion that costs nothing is worth what it costs. A religion that costs nothing accomplishes nothing.(
III. What sacrifice do you give....

III. In your worship? Are you as regular as you know you should be? Do you give what you should/ Do you participate as you ought?

III. On vacation? Do you make sure FIRST that there is a church to worship with?

III. In your dress? Does your wardrobe make it hard to tell you apart from any one else? How about your dress for worship? Does it show respect and reverence in spite of what you think is (comfortable?(
III. In your entertainment? Do you forego the big blockbuster or the hot new TV series for more moral, (cleaner( choices?

III. Or, do you take the path of least resistance to be (accepted( by others?

III. 1 Pet 4:14
III. God desires real (self-sacrifice( in all aspects of our lives.

III. Rom 6:5-6, 8:13, 13:14, Gal 2:20, 5:24, 1 Pet 2:11
Conc:
If Christians everywhere had this attitude, we could turn the world upside down!
D. (People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa. Can that be called a sacrifice which is simply acknowledging a great debt we owe to our God, which we can never repay? Is that a sacrifice which brings its own reward in healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright hope of a glorious destiny? It is emphatically no sacrifice. Rather it is a privilege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, danger, foregoing the common conveniences of this life‑‑these may make us pause, and cause the spirit to waver, and the soul to sink; but let this only be for a moment. All these are nothing compared with the glory which shall later be revealed in and through us. I never made a sacrifice. Of this we ought not to talk, when we remember the great sacrifice which He made who left His Father's throne on high to give Himself for us.( 

David Livingstone
E. Real sacrifice, right actions coupled with right attitudes, will seem like no sacrifice at all. That(s real religion.
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